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standard for growth and expansion. During his
tenure the college has grown from its humble
beginning to a nine-campus, career-oriented,
regionally accredited family of institutions. Of-
fering over 80 academic programs, Baker’s
enrollment has seen a meteoric rise from 200
to over 15,000 students, rivaling many of the
State’s public 4-year institutions. Revenue for
the school has increased from under $500,000
to a current rate of more than $70 million.

Dr. Kurtz’s commitment to our community is
evident in the number of organizations that
seek his experience and insight. He has
served in prominent leadership positions with
groups such as the Greater Flint Educational
Consortium, Community Foundation of Greater
Flint, Flint Chamber of Commerce, and the
Association of Independent Colleges and Uni-
versities of Michigan just to name a few. The
honors and awards that have been bestowed
on Dr. Kurtz are evidence of the regard in
which he is held. However, we can never
properly thank Dr. Kurtz for his dedication to
educating our students and ensuring that no
barriers exist to prevent an individual from ob-
taining the necessary skills to achieve.

Mr. Speaker, it is with a tremendous amount
of pride that I appear before you today to rec-
ognize my colleague, my constituent, and my
friend, Dr. Edward J. Kurtz. The Charles Stew-
art Mott Citizen of the Year Award is given to
individuals who show leadership, integrity,
credibility, inspiration to other people, and
commitment to the community. Therefore, Dr.
Kurtz is the perfect candidate to receive this
prestigious award. His love and dedication has
made our community a much better place. I
urge my colleagues in the house of Rep-
resentatives to join me in congratulating Dr.
Edward J. Kurtz on this tremendous honor.
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Mr. HULSHOF. Mr. Speaker, as you know,
October 5 through October 11 is National Fire
Prevention Week. Today I want to take time
out to recognize the firefighters back home in
Missouri’s Ninth Congressional District. While
there are many local fire departments who
demonstrate excellence within the community,
one shining example is the Palmyra volunteer
fire department.

Celebrating its 100th anniversary, the eight-
een members of the Palmyra volunteer fire de-
partment received an award earlier this year,
naming it the top fire department in the entire
State of Missouri.

While they fight fires with the best of them,
they truly are public servants. Nominated be-
cause of the community service performed by
its members, the Palmyra fire department en-
joys wide support from the local residents.

Fire Chief Chuck Hoehne, a 30-year veteran
of the department, said it well, ‘‘Everything we
do, the community is behind us. They support
us 100 percent.’’ Mr. Speaker, that is easy to
believe once you learn more about the group.

When the team is not busy with their jobs,
such as bank managers, sales clerks, con-
struction workers, and insurance salesmen,
they are out in Palmyra educating residents

about the importance of fire safety. They make
trips to all the schools with the Stay Alive
House, a model used to teach people how to
escape from a burning building. Students also
are invited to tour the fire station.

Due in large part to the education provided
by this exceptional team, I am pleased to re-
port that fires are on the decrease in Pal-
myra—something to celebrate during National
Fire Prevention Week.

Congratulations are in order for the Palmyra
fire department, making northeastern Missouri
a safer place to live.
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Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay

tribute to the members and clergy of Grace
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Bayonne, NJ.
This year the church is celebrating its 90th an-
niversary. When the church first opened its
doors in 1907, it was the culmination of a
dream 30 years in the making.

As early as 1877, the congregation was
considering the idea that they had to build a
church in Bayonne. At the time, since there
was no church in Bayonne, worshipers had to
row across the Kill Van Kull to Staten Island,
a situation which presented many hardships to
the Lutherans of Bayonne.

The church has not only survived for 90
years, it has also thrived, and in the process
it has enriched the community. The church’s
numerous humanitarian public service projects
and the friendly outgoing nature of the con-
gregation’s members, have helped make Ba-
yonne and the surrounding area a better place
to live.

For 90 years, congregants and clergy have
worked diligently to ensure the success of the
church and the community. Over their long
and varied history the Grace Evangelical Lu-
theran Church relocated, expanded, built nurs-
ery and parish additions to their church build-
ing, and merged with the fellow Lutheran con-
gregation of St. Pauls’.

This important work was performed and
done under the guidance, patients, and love of
brave clergy who desired the best for their
congregation and their community. Clergy
such as the Rev. Bergwater, the ground
breaking first pastor of the congregation,
Revs. Willis and Clare, Rev. Schrum who built
the parish house, Rev. Jaxheimer who
oversaw major renovations and the historic
merger with St. Paul’s, and Rev. Larson who
introduced new elements into the liturgy. Dur-
ing the past 10 years the mission of Grace
Evangelical Lutheran has continued under the
guidance of Pastors Ficken, Wright, and
Carter.

The congregation is reflective of our Na-
tion’s greatest treasure—its people. A people
who are not afraid to face the future. A people
that know that with perseverance anything can
be achieved.

It is an honor to have such an outstanding
congregation in my district. I ask that my col-
leagues join me in recognizing the excellent
work of Grace English Evangelical Lutheran
Church.
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Mr. ROGAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to a dear friend who has dedicated
his life to serving his family, his community
and his country. Glendale Chief of Police
James E. Anthony has spent the last 34 years
protecting the lives of others, and investing in
the lives of those around him.

Chief Anthony followed both his father and
his uncle into law enforcement. He began his
career with the FBI in Washington where he
quickly rose through the ranks to become spe-
cial messenger to John Edgar Hoover.

In 1969, he returned to his native southern
California and accepted a post with the West
Covina Police Department. In his seventeen
years of service there, he distinguished him-
self as a man of honor, integrity and deter-
mination. His efforts paid off when he was ap-
pointed to the position of department com-
mander.

Chief Anthony is a natural leader, and his
abilities were not to go untapped. In 1980 he
became the Chief of Police of the Chino Po-
lice Department and served that community
until his move to Glendale in 1992.

Mr. Speaker, over the last five years, Chief
Jim Anthony has tirelessly served the people
of Glendale, which is one of the largest cities
in Los Angeles County. He has led a staff of
over three hundred people by inspiring and
encouraging others to offer their best for our
community.

Chief Anthony has exemplified the spirit of
law enforcement. In over thirty years of public
service, he has seen the methods of fighting
crime go from pen and paper to laser and in-
frared. As he looks forward to his retirement,
I know my colleagues join me on behalf of the
Congress of the United States in saluting
Chief James E. Anthony, for his life of service
to our community.
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Mr. UNDERWOOD. Mr. Speaker, October
10, 1997, marks the 86th anniversary of the
Republic of China’s emergence as Asia’s first
republic. I heartily congratulate not only the
Republic of China, but Taiwanese nationals all
over the world on this momentous occasion.

For years, the people of Guam have wel-
comed Taiwanese citizens, whether as perma-
nent residents or visitors, to our island. Our
cultural, economic, and political collaborations
have proven beneficial not only on an official
level, but on social planes as well. The recent
renovation of the Chinese Park in Upper
Tumon is a perfect example of our apprecia-
tion of each other’s cultures and ways of liv-
ing.

I also take this opportunity to commend the
work of the Taipei Economic and Cultural Of-
fice in Guam under the guidance of Director
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